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Martinez Government. It was also pointed out that Salvador had
ratified the 1923 treaty subject to a reservation regarding the
provisions for non-recognition of revolutionary Governments.
The situation in Salvador raised the question whether the 1923
treaty did not infringe the sovereignty of the Central American
Republics. The Costa Rican Government took the view that certain
articles of the treaty established ' obligations affecting the sovereignty
and independence of the signatory republics', and on the 23rd Decem-
ber, 1932, they denounced the treaty as from January 1934.1 On the
28th December the Salvadorean Government followed suit, though
the validity of this action by a Government which had not been
recognized by the other signatories was questioned by Guatemala.
In August 1933 the Salvadorean Congress took the further step of
declaring the treaty null and void, on the ground that the provisions
which had been made in the treaty for its registration with the
Secretariat of the League of Nations had not been carried into effect.
A few weeks later the Costa Rican Government decided that It would
be possible for them to recognize the Martinez Government in January
1934, when a year would have elapsed since they had given notice
of denunciation of the 1923 treaty.   The Costa Rican Government
carried out their intention on the 2nd January, 1934, and during
January recognition was also accorded by the other Central American
Republics—their change of front being explained apparently oil the
ground that Salvador had denounced the treaty and could therefore
be treated as outside its scope. The recognition of President Martinez
by the four neighbouring countries removed the obstacle to recogni-
tion by the United States, and before the end of January diplomatic
relations had been resumed between San Salvador and Washington.
In the meantime Guatemala had taken the initiative in summoning
a Central American Conference which was to meet in March 1934
and was to consider the revision of the 1923 treaty.2 Thus it appeared
1	By the terms of the treaty, it was to remain in force until the 1st January,
1934.  Thereafter one or two of the parties might cease to be bound "by the
treaty, -without affecting its validity for the rest, by giving one year's notice
of denunciation, but denunciation by more than two signatories would finally
terminate the treaty.
2	The Conference was duly opened in G-uatemala City on the 15th March, and
on the 12th April, 1934, a Treaty of Central American Fraternity was signed
to replace the treaty of 1923. In the new treaty, the question which had led
to the denunciation of the earlier treaty was dealt with by the omission of any
provision regarding the recognition or non-recognition of new Governments.
The signatories undertook never to 'make use of force to settle their differ-
ences' ; war was declared to be 'impossible among them'; and they agreed that
any future conflicts should be settled by arbitration or other peaceful means.
They recognized that 'the political union of Central America is the supreme

